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High Level Workshop on Natural Resources in the Great Lakes
Region: Taking Collective Actions to Achieve Peace and
Development

Co-organized by ICGLR, O/SESG-GL and GIZ
31 August — 2 September 2021, Khartoum — Sudan

Draft Programme
(Under Chatham House Rule)

DAY 1 31 AUGUST 2021

08:00-09:00 | Arrival and Registration of Participants

OPENING CEREMONY
Chaired by the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director
of International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola and
Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources,

Moderated by the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan
Abdelsalam Omer, Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

- Welcome remarks by H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer, ICGLR National
Coordinator for Sudan, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

- Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Thomas Terstegen, Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany in the Sudan

- Remarks by H.E. Amb. Huang Xia, Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the
Great Lakes Region

- Remarks by H.E. Amb. Jodao Samuel Caholo, Executive Secretary, International
Conference on the Great Lakes Region

- Opening Statement by Guest of Honor, Hon. Mohamed Bashir, Minister of Minerals of
the Republic of the Sudan

09:00 - 09:30

09:30-10:00 COFFEE-BREAK AND GROUP PHOTO




10:00-12:00

Co-chaired by
- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and
- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Plenary Session: Stocktaking on the implementation of the ICGLR Regional Initiative on
Natural Resources to combat the illegal exploitation of natural resources in the Great Lakes
Region: progress, challenges, and ways to improve the effectiveness of the RINR and in
particular the implementation of the Gold Strategy.

Introduction: Following the signing, in December 2006, of the Protocol against the lllegal
Exploitation of Natural Resources as part and parcel of the Pact on Security, Stability and
Development in the Great Lakes Region, Heads of State and Government of the
International Conference on the Great Lakes Region adopted, in December 2010 in Lusaka,
Zambia, the Six Tools of the Regional Initiative on the Fight against the lllegal Exploitation of
Natural Resources (RINR). Through the Lusaka Declaration, Heads of State of Government
directed the relevant institutions in Member States to implement the six tools, particularly
the Regional Certification Mechanism which has been developed for the monitoring and
control of the exploitation and trade of natural resources in the Great Lakes Region in a bid
to undercutting the link between financing of armed groups and mineral exploitation and
trade.

Introduced by a short presentation of the Office of the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary
General for the Great Lakes Region, the session will take stock of the status of
implementation of the Six Tools of the RINR, ten years after their adoption.

Presenters
- Mrs. Annick Makolet, Chair of ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources
- Dr. Emmanuel Makumba Mali, Director of the ICGLR Programme on Democracy and
Good Governance

Moderated by:

- Mrs. Mama Keita, Director of UNECA East Africa Sub-Regional Office, Kigali

12:00-13:00

Co-chaired by
- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and
- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Panel discussion: Exploring best practices from other initiatives to improve the
implementation of the RINR: how to strengthen cooperation between origin, transit, and




destination countries.

Introduction: In our globalized world supply chains extend across all continents. Many of
them entail different risks and often a disproportionally high burden is borne in producing
regions. In order to keep the supply chains of different commodities free of human rights
violations or child labour there is a range of certification and due diligence schemes for the
different commodities be it coffee, cocoa, gold or diamonds. In this session we would like to
look at and learn from existing solutions such as the Kimberley Process and the EITI.

Presenter:

- Ms. Joanne Lebert, Executive Director, IMPACT

Facilitated by
- Mr. Tyler GILLARD, Head of Sector Projects, OECD Centre for Responsible Business
Conduct
13:00 —14:30 LUNCH BREAK
14:30 - 16:15 | €o-chaired by

- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and

- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Overcoming challenges of mineral due
diligence implementation.

Introduction: Due diligence has become
the global responsible business norm. In
the mineral sector, the Great Lakes
Region is the pioneer of implementation
of due diligence programmes through
the ICGLR Regional Certification
Mechanism and the OECD Due Diligence
Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains
of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and
High-Risk Areas. However, mineral due
diligence actors still report on various
challenges that are vyet to be
surmounted. A number or research
papers or investigations still report no or
limited impact of due diligence
programmes on the livelihoods, physical
security and human rights in mining
communities. This session will discuss
challenges related to mineral due

Addressing cross-border illicit mineral trade and
financial flow.

Introduction: Cross-border illicit mineral trade is
depriving the governments of the region of
important revenues that are needed to provide
public  services and boost  economic
development. One cause for this issue is that the
current legal and fiscal regimes of the countries
are not set up to support regional trade and
value addition. Bureaucratic and financial
obstacles cause mining companies and trading
houses to avoid regional trade as it is very costly
and time-consuming and the framework is often
unclear. This hampers value addition through the
regional refineries and smelters, further
perpetuating the predominant structures where
much of the region’s wealth is shipped out of the
continent for processing with minimal local value
addition. We would therefore like to use this
break-out session to discuss how the regional
stakeholders can work together to facilitate




diligence implementation and propose
ways of overcoming or addressing them.

Facilitated by:
- Eng. Annick Makolet, Inspector

formal
addition.

regional trade and promote value

Facilitated by:
- Mr. Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of

General for Mines and Quarries,
Central African Republic and Chair of
the ICGLR Regional Committee on
Natural Resources

International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral
Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola and
Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on
Natural Resources

16:15 - 16:45

BREAK

16:45-17:45

Co-chaired by

- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and

- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Plenary presentations by moderators and rapporteurs of breakout sessions, discussions, and

recommendations

DAY 2

END OF DAY ONE
15T SEPTEMBER 2021

09:00 - 09:15

Co-chaired by

- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and

- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Summary of Day 1 and Presentation of the objectives

- Presented by Director, ICGLR Programme on Democracy and Good Governance

09:15-11:15

Addressing the implementation of the ICGLR
ASM Gold Strategy

Introduction: The production and trade of
artisanal gold is a sensitive topic. The specifics of
gold make it different from other minerals mined
in the region, as it provides instant value. It is
therefore often a means to access international
currency and due to the low-volume — high-value
ratio it is very lucrative and easy to move across
borders bypassing formal channels. In some of
the ICGLR Member States the mining of ASM

Co-chaired by Angola and Sudan most senior officials from MoFA

Promoting Youth and Gender in the
mining sector in the Great Lakes region

Introduction: The participation of youth
and women in mining activities has not
been officially documented and
reported; and in some situations,
particularly in  conflict situations,
women are the most vulnerable
population group and youth is easily
dragged into armed groups’ activities.
There is need to promote gender and




gold is associated with financing of armed
groups. But even if this is not the case gold is
often traded in an informal way, depriving
governments of important revenue. The ICGLR
ASM Gold Strategy seeks to give guidance on
important measures that Member States can
take in order to formalize the sector and ensure
that the country’s economy can benefit from it

youth in the mining sector in order for
women to build their economic
independence ability to resist their
vulnerability in conflict situations and
the  youth to develop  their
entrepreneurship skills in the mining
sector and get disconnected from
armed conflict. The session will discuss

as a whole. and formulate recommendations on
how best gender and youth could be
fully integrated into regional natural
resources strategies and activities.
Facilitated by:

- Eng. Brighton Kateka, Chief Mining Engineer,
Ministry of Minerals and Mineral Development,
Zambia and Member of the ICGLR Regional
Committee on Natural Resources,

Facilitated by:
- Mr. Kennedy Walusala, Coordinator,
ICGLR Regional Youth Forum

11:15-11:45

BREAK

11:45-13:00

Co-chaired by

the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and

the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Plenary presentations by moderators and rapporteurs of breakout sessions, discussions,
and recommendations

13:00 - 14:30

LUNCH BREAK

14:30-15:30

Co-chaired by

the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and

the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Preparation of the draft recommendations and action plan by the Secretariat of the
meeting by the reporting team

15:30-16:30

Co-chaired by

the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and

the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Presentation by the reporting team and finalization of the recommendations



DAY 3 2"° SEPTEMBER 2021
09:00 — 09:45 Chaired by the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director
of International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources,
Moderated by the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan
Abdelsalam Omer, Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
- Welcome remarks by H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer, ICGLR National
Coordinator for Sudan, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Thomas Terstegen, Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany in the Sudan
- Remarks by H.E. Amb. Huang Xia, Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the
Great Lakes Region
- Remarks by H.E. Amb. Joao Samuel Caholo, Executive Secretary, International
Conference on the Great Lakes Region
- Opening Statement by the Guest of Honor, Hon. Mohamed Bashir, Minister of Minerals
of the Republic of the Sudan
09:45 -10:00 Co-chaired by
- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and
- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Presentation of the recommendations of the 1* Segment of the meeting —
- By the Director of the ICGLR Programme on Peace and Security
10:00-11:00 Co-chaired by
- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and
- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Thoughts and issues raised by producing & transit countries to be addressed in order to
further cooperation with downstream actors
- By the moderators of the sessions of the first segment
11:00-11:30 BREAK




11:30-13:00

Co-chaired by
- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and
- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Panel discussion of Donor and other stakeholders: perspectives and information sharing
on partners’ objectives as well as ongoing projects: how to bring synergy of actions in the
fight against illicit exploitation and trade of natural resources.

Introduction: Since the 3TG supply chains are of global nature it is important to engage
international actors as well as downstream stakeholders on the issues at hand. At the same
time we can sometimes observe duplication of efforts and projects on the ground that are
not fully coordinated with each other. Given the sensitive and complex nature of the topic
as well as the vast range of stakeholders involved it is crucial to efficiently use international
funding to work on this topic and ensure good coordination between partners and
governments of the region. This discussion therefore aims at exchanging perspectives and
objectives of different international partners and identifying areas of cooperation as well as
need for further discussion and alignment.

Facilitated by:

- Dr Sidi OULD TAH, Director General of the African Bank for Economic Development in
Africa (BADEA)

Panelists:
- Representatives of the EU, AfDB, World Bank, UN, IMF, ICG Member

13:00 — 14:00

LUNCH BREAK

14:00 — 14:45

Co-chaired by
- the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director of
International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources, and
- the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer,
Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Presentation and adoption of the recommendations and the regional action plan supported
by the partners

Presented by:
- ICGLR Deputy Executive Secretary, or
- OSESG-GL Chief of Staff

CLOSING CEREMONY



14:45 -15:30

Chaired by the Representative of the Chair of the ICGLR, Mr Luis Baptista Antonio, Director
of International Cooperation, Ministry of Mineral Resources, Petroleum and Gas, Angola
and Member of the ICGLR Regional Committee on Natural Resources,

Moderated by the ICGLR National Coordinator for Sudan, H.E. Ambassador Hasan
Abdelsalam Omer, Director General of the African Affairs Department, Sudan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

- Welcome remarks by H.E. Ambassador Hasan Abdelsalam Omer, ICGLR National
Coordinator for Sudan, Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs

- Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Thomas Terstegen, Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany in the Sudan

- Remarks by H.E. Amb. Huang Xia, Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the
Great Lakes Region

- Remarks by H.E. Amb. Joao Samuel Caholo, Executive Secretary, International
Conference on the Great Lakes Region

- Closing Statement by the Guest of Honor, Hon. Mohamed Bashir, Minister of Minerals
of the Republic of the Sudan

15:30 -

COFFEE BREAK AND NETWORKING

END OF THE HIGH-LEVEL WORKSHOP




